A national programme to

promote artwork by young people
with a diverse history of care

Flourish started as a ome-off exh ibition,
responding to feedback from care-leaversin
Newham, East London. The exhibition
includes artwork made by children and
young peopleup to25 years old from
ithroughot the TTH. 8ince 2007, this has besn
st The Foundling Museum in Bloomsbury.
We have shown the work of over 280
Individusl artists and groups sinee 2H06.

Flourish shows the creative oontput of thoss
who are cared-fior by someone other than their
parent - including thoss looked -after,
adopted, fosterad, with specialedoestional
needs, youth effenders, with another family
member caring for them and cares leavers,
Artists are imvited, amonget other things,
tohelp select and imstall exchibitions, be
interviewsd forpublications and write for
the catalogue aswell as contribtating to
qualifications throogh Arts Award.

Forthoss whohave taken part over the last
fiveyears, there have been tangiblelong-term
bemefits. Some of the artista have gone on to
university or to college. Some have gome owt into
thewaorld of work with increased confidence
amid self-esbeem. One had 2 soloexhibition - at
theage of 17. Manyhave sold thelrwork.
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Flourish

Hikoutazaripomir, a Flourish artist.zid:

‘M aking etnff makesmehappy — it has the power
tomakeme questionmy chodeas, learn new
&liflla, Tt mensr pesple amd have gret
comverastioma, The challenge ia to-enjioy every

procses, even when things go wrong! Exhibiting
in the Flourish showrwas san experience I shall

neverforget. Itsemds outapoaitive measagesthat
there are alot of verytalented and expresatva
youngpeoplein care’

All exhiblting artists ars invited to the privats
view of their exh ibition and this is often the fivet
time theyhave beeninto ags lery. For mamy ik is
the firsttime they have baen to London and they
viatt other galleries and culiurs ] vemaes whils
theyare here, B promotes arts practicens a
viahle caresr and a sourceof adaptable skills.
Work s selected in a professional manmner and a
full-colour catalogue i produced.

Flourishworks with aumiqus and oftan
misunderatood and certainiym lsrepresenbed
group of young people.

The worlds interesting, challenging smd
inspiring forthe audience becanse it repre samnts
avolcs thatis rarelyheard
orTecognisesd.l
Beatty Hallas, Curator

The 2012 salection of artwrorkswill ba shown at

The Foundling Musewm, Eloomstuary in 2013
Formuoreabout Flourish, st wene fourish-art.org




